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You won’t want to miss 
our fabulous annual Gala 
which features a live 
auction, four-course dinner, 
and much more! Tickets 
available online at: 
www.rmhcseattle.org/
events/annual-gala/

Playground Opens!
This summer, we asked for your help to fund 
a new playground. We needed $10,000 to 
purchase and install a new structure, and 
you helped us reach our goal in no time. Your 
donations, totaling over $14,000, made sure 
we could install and purchase new and more 
durable equipment - thank you! The excess 
funds will go towards our second phase of 
playground renovations, installation of a 
climber and swingset.

We’d also like to thank our amazing corporate 
partners: Eastside Subaru and Dr Pepper 
contributed matching funds towards the 
project, helping stretch your donations even 
further. We also secured a discount on the 
equipment from Buell Recreation. When 
it came time for the installation, a team of 
volunteers from Sellen Construction came 
to the House to construct the equipment and 
get it in the ground.  Thank you to everyone 
who helped make our new playground a 
reality!

Annual Gala 
October 8th

Top

One of the easiest 
ways to help the 
house is to stock our 
pantry with food and 
supplies. You can see 
a full list of our needs 
on our Wishlist: 
http://amzn.
to/1KYZpJZ

1. Spaghetti-Os 
(or similar canned 
pasta)
2. Canned beef
3. Spam
4. Lentil soup
5. Canned corn

5 House 
Needs

We’re getting excited for the opening of our new Ronald McDonald House in Anchorage. The 
House will be on one floor of a new patient housing building at the Alaska Native Medical Center 
(ANMC). ANMC and RMHC have been partners since 2008, when we began a van program to help serve 
families from out of town navigate Anchorage during their child’s medical treatment. In 2015, more 
than 550 families used the service.  We’re excited to deepen our relationship with the addition of this 
new House at ANMC.  

But just what is ANMC and who do they serve? ANMC is an award-winning facility that provides 
comprehensive medical services to Alaska Natives and American Indian people living in Alaska. It is 
Alaska’s only Level II Trauma Center and Magnet-designated facility for nursing excellence, meaning 
it provides some of the best healthcare in the state. In addition to their medical center in Anchorage, 
ANMC also has an extensive network of field clinics and are experts in telehealth, which helps them to 
provide care for people living in rural areas.
 
ANMC also has some unique features which will help the families who stay at the House at ANMC feel 

Get to Know ANMC, Our Alaskan Partner

even more at home. They have an extensive native art collection and offer a world-renowned Craft Shop where Alaska Native 
artists and crafters sell their work. In the cafeteria, patients can order traditional foods (such as reindeer stew) to help nourish 
both their body and spirit.
 
All 34 rooms of our House at ANMC are expected to be full at opening and will support pediatric patients as well as new and 
expecting mothers. Interested in helping support the new House? Make a donation at www.rmhcseattle.org/alaska or get in touch 
with our executive director, Dianna Finnerty (dianna@rmhcseattle.org) for more information about how to help.



The Ronald McDonald House serves a variety of 
ages, with patients up to 21 years old. Alexandra is 
one such teen, who came to the House after a nine-
month hospital stay in her native British Columbia, 
Canada. Her osteosarcoma (bone cancer) required 
her to get proton therapy, a specialized kind of 
radiation, at Seattle Children’s. 

When asked about the differences between the 
House and the hospital she previously lived at, 
Alexandra replied, with true teenage incredulity, 
“How long do you have?!” She says the two are 
about as opposite as you can get. One major 
difference is the fact that she has more freedom 
and privacy at the House than previously. “In the 
hospital, going to the bathroom meant I had to 
drag this giant IV tower behind me all the way 
there - and then, it doesn’t even fit in the stall or 
anything, so you have to unhook yourself. Then 
hook back up, then back to your room - there’s just 
a lot more freedom when you have your own space, 
where you can really feel comfortable. I spent nine 
months on a hospital bed, and the bed here is so 
much comfier!” 

It’s also difficult to meet other people when you’re 
staying in the hospital. At the House, we’re lucky 
to have volunteers who organize teen-specific 
activities and pizza nights so residents can meet 
each other and hang out. We also have a teen 
room, which is a special space just for teenagers 
with comfy couches and beanbags, gaming 

A Teen Perspective systems, computers, and 
more. While resting up 
here, Alexandra has met 
new friends with whom 
she regularly plays Wii in 
the teen room, attended 
a glowstick party hosted 
by Camp Korey in our 
theater, and has been 
enjoying a lot of Netflix 
when she needs some 
quiet time alone. 

Alexandra also says 
that the House has 
helped her heal because 
she has been able to 

see members of her family more often than she could when she was 
bedridden in the hospital. She’s had the opportunity to see her father 
and brother - who she hasn’t seen almost since the beginning of her 
fight with cancer. “Seeing them on the weekends has been amazing. I’m 
really close with my brother, so I feel like I get this infusion of my family, 
which helps me get through the next week of treatment.” 

But even when her immediate family isn’t around, Alexandra says there 
is always someone at the House she can talk to.  “The hospital staff 
were great, but you know, they’re nurses and they have a job to do, so 
they can’t always just chat. Here, there is always someone to talk to - or, 
I have the privacy to go to my room and not talk to anyone! You don’t 
have the option to do that in the hospital. You’re kind of monitored, all 
the time.” 

All in all, Alexandra says the House really has been like a home-away-
from-home.

Photographer Julie Griffith followed Jocelin around for a 
day to catch a glimpse of what life is like at the House. 

Visit Julie’s website at: www.jwcapturecreate.net.

Day in the Life of Jocelin



Jane remembers the harrowing midnight drive from 
Kennewick, WA to Seattle Children’s hospital as one 
of the hardest nights of her life. She’d taken her five-
month-old son Tyler to the ER for what seemed like the 
stomach flu, but doctors quickly spotted something 
much more serious after doing an ultrasound: 
a tumor on his liver. “The hospital in Kennewick sent 
us straight to Seattle Children’s. They said no stops, 
don’t have dinner or anything - just drive all the way 
to Seattle,” Jane says. Jane and her family arrived 
at 4am with just a change of clothes and the faith that 
things would work out.
 
Luckily, their son was able to start chemotherapy 
not long after their arrival in Seattle. However, the 
treatment plan would last a few months and include 
several rounds of chemotherapy and a major surgery 
to remove the tumor. The staff at the hospital put 
them in touch with the House and soon they were on 
the list for a room. Like many people, they had heard 
of the Ronald McDonald House, but didn’t know how 
extensive our services are. “I really had no idea what it 
would be like. I guess I just thought of a McDonald’s - 
sort of red and yellow, with plastic seats or something,” 
Jane recalls. “But instead, it’s an amazing place - it’s 
clean, modern, and you instantly feel welcome.”
 
Since the family moved in, the House has become a 
haven when everything happening around them is 
stressful. Jane says that she realized that the House 
was home when she felt a sense of relief when returning 
from a long day at the hospital. “As soon as I got to 
the House, I felt more relaxed and everything from the 
hospital kind of melted away- and then I realized that I 
really did consider this home,” says Jane.
 

The family has also taken advantage of the House’s close location 
to the Burke Gilman Trail, frequently taking walks in the serene 
environment. “I feel that when people are going through so much 
emotional trauma, you need sunshine,” Jane laughs. Jane says she 
and her two-year-old daughter spend at least some time every day on 
the playground at the House as well.

 

In addition to housing, some of our other services have proved helpful 
for the family. Having dinner on the table at the end of a long clinic 
day has been a wonderful feature for Jane and her family. She says 
that it is not only a blessing to have the food, but also to see that there 
is a huge community who cares about her family’s wellbeing every 
day. “It’s inspired me to look for the needs around me,” Jane says. 
“Everyone does so much for us here - from making meals, to cleaning, 
to running the Family Resource Center - I definitely want to give back 
when I can.”
 
Jane and her family will be at the House for several more months as 
her son finishes treatment - and we’re glad that we can be a home 
away from home for them until they can return to the Tri-Cities. 

         -Tyler’s mom, Jane

A donation of just $30 sponsors one night of stay for a family. It 
means that they’ll have a warm bed, a hot shower, a dinner to come 
home to after a long day at the hospital, and more. Donate today! 

Open the door for families like Jane’s

“I feel that when people are going 
through so much emotional 
trauma, you need sunshine.”
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How Can I Help? 
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Lend a Helping Hand
All those little housekeeping chores that you do 
in your own home also need to be taken care of 
at our House – and then some! Help us provide 
a comfortable, clean and welcoming home for 
our families by lending a hand helping with these 
chores. Learn more on our website at: 
www.rmhcseattle.org/volunteer/individuals/

Donate a Bottle of Wine
Bring in a bottle of wine to help fill up our 
Annual Auction Wine Wall. All donations are tax-
deductible and contribute to the success of our 
largest fundraiser. For details, contact Kaylee at 
kaylee@rmhcseattle.org. 

Leave a Legacy: 
A bequest to RMHC is more than a line in your 
will. It’s an open door  for a family with a child 
facing cancer, a hot meal for an exhausted 
parent and so much more.  Contact Heather 
Bauer for more information  about bequests at 
206.838.0614 or heather@rmhcseattle.org
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