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Our New Home

Our new House in Anchorage opens in January!
The Ronald McDonald House® at ANMC will be
the first House in Alaska and we are very excited
to be working with the Alaska Native Medical
Center to get it up and running. The new House
will have 34 rooms, which we expect to be full
when the facility opens.
However, our new House still needs some
items in order to be as comfortable and cozy
as possible for families when they move in.
We’ve compiled two online wish lists so you can
help us purchase what we need - your donations will automatically be shipped to the House in
Anchorage, so there’s no need to worry about how to get things where they need to go. Our list
on Amazon.com includes kitchen items, general cleaning supplies, and a list of DVDs we need
for the House: http://amzn.to/2fwroH2. The second wish list is on Target.com and includes many
items for babies and newborns: http://bit.ly/2fwpK4v. As we are expecting many of the patients
at the new House to be little ones, these items will help our families feel at home right away.
Thank you for all of your help - our families thank you for all that you do!

Volunteer Sally Decks the Halls!
Did you know that we have a volunteer who helps us
decorate for the holidays around the House? Sally
retired from her job co-owning Miller-Pollard Interiors
in 2011 and wanted to do something fun to give back.
She found out about the House and decided to donate
some homemade tutus to kids here. After receiving
our email newsletter, she noticed that we were looking
for decorating help for the holidays and she stepped
forward to volunteer.
This will be her third Christmas decorating the House
and she is always excited to deck our halls. “Christmas
is the most rewarding. It feels good to be able to bring
a little brightness into the stressful lives of parents and
patients, and to make the home away from home a bit
more festive,” she says. Thank you for all that you do for
us, Sally!
If you are interested in our volunteer opportunities at
the House, please visit our website
www.rmhcseattle.org/volunteer to learn more.

Winter 2016

How to Help
this Season

There are so many ways to help
the House during the holidays!
Hold a Necessities Drive: We
are always in need of toiletries
for families who come to us in
an extreme medical emergency,
often without packing a bag.
Items like razors, shaving cream,
as well as full and travel sizes
of body wash, shampoo and
toothpaste are needed.
Purchase something from our
Amazon Wishlist:
You can keep a family
comfortable during the holidays
and all year long with the
purchase of an item off of our
wish list. We need kitchen items
like potato mashers, spatulas,
baking sheets, muffin tins, and
whisks so families can prepare
their favorite holiday meals.
Find our list here:
http://amzn.to/2dvYfrm
Contribute to Our Holiday
Food and Event Fund:
Donate to provide Christmas
Eve dinner, Thanksgiving
breakfast, and many other
wonderful holiday events
around the House, you can
make a gift to our Special Events
Fund online! Visit
www.rmhcseattle.org/donate
and check “Holiday Food &
Event Fund” from the list.

Holiday Fun!
With all the responsibilities of taking care of a sick child,
families don’t have the time or resources to celebrate the
holidays like they would at home. Donors and volunteers do
so much to make sure that the holidays are merry and bright
for all of the families who are staying here, such as:
Santa Night: Santa visits the House to talk to kids about
their Christmas wishes and take pictures. Photos are printed
so families have a special keepsake.
Holiday meals: Our volunteers go all out to make sure we
have amazing holiday meals. As just one example: local
McDonald’s owner/operator David Santillanes donates all
the turkeys we need for Thanksgiving and Christmas. “It is an
honor to help the families at the House with my donation,”
says David. “Knowing that I am helping families celebrate
together when they are going through such hardship is
incredibly gratifying.” Additionally, David brings the team
from his McDonald’s store to the House during the year to
make meals for families.

Just some of the ways families at the House celebrate the season, all thanks to our
amazing donors and volunteers: Abby and her mom on the Christmas cruise (left),
Volunteers help wrapping presents (top right), Judi and Orla the therapy dog in
their festive holiday outfits

Presents: We help parents with their holiday shopping by offering them the chance to pick out donated toys. We even have
volunteers who help with all the wrapping!
Volunteer-led activities: Volunteers often help us provide fun activities to families, including holiday-themed arts and crafts,
like decorating ornaments or assembling gingerbread houses. Other groups choose to provide holiday music - one highlight is
a concert of holiday favorites by the Washington National Guard Band. The therapy dog teams who visit the House also throw a
“Jingle Dog Jaunt” which is fun for all ages.

Annual Gala Raises $775,000
Thank you to everyone who helped to make our 2016 Annual Gala such a success. We are proud to announce that we raised
$775,000 this year, which will help us provide the more than 28,000 nights we offer to families every year.
The Gallaher family represented the families at the House and helped us raise $265,000
during the Fund-A-Need portion of the night. You may remember the Gallahers, who
were spotlighted at the 2016 Hockey Challenge. We played an incredible video update on
their son, Caleb, which you can watch on our Youtube channel:
www.youtube.com/rmhcseattle.
Many thanks to our Gala chair, Todd Korman, as well as these generous sponsors:
Bid Card Sponsor
• McDonald’s Owner/Operators of Western Washington •
• McDonald’s USA, LLC •
Live Item Matching Sponsor
• The John L. Scott Foundation •

Foundation Sponsors
• Report Footwear • Seattle Children’s •
• Pacific Northwest Baking Company •

Silent Auction Sponsor
• Wizards of the Coast LLC •

Our deepest appreciation to our major supporters
• Alaska Airlines • Alliance Tickets • Bama • Citizens Bank • The Coca-Cola Company •
Dr Pepper Snapple Group • Franke, Inc. • Mize, Houser, and Company • RTI • S2K •
Schuler Family Foundation • The Seattle Times Company • Seattle Met • Spawn • Tree Top •
• Tyson • Wells Fargo •

Maddy spent the holidays at the House and is now back home in Alaska! Photo: Lara Stennett

Families who stay with us during the holidays are not
only taking care of a sick child, but they are far from
home and many are unable to celebrate with their
friends and family. The Gardner family, for example,
spent Christmas at the House while their daughter
Maddy underwent chemotherapy for Ewing’s Sarcoma
in her left arm. “We were unsure of the outcome or
what lay ahead,” says Robin, Maddy’s grandmother.
“We were lonely, scared, and almost unbearably
sad. We’re from an island off the coast of Alaska so you
can only imagine how we felt to be so far away from our
family at Christmas.”
However, the House helped the family bridge the
gap. “[Being there] gave us as much semblance of
normalcy as they possibly could, somehow knowing
how desperately we needed that; the big tree in the
lobby, making Christmas cookies, a visit from Santa.
We remember being completely overwhelmed by the
wonderful volunteers – always planning some activity
for the children and families, doing everything they
could think of to provide a festive atmosphere, always
there – always supportive – always encouraging.”
It was the simple things at the House that helped
the Gardner family the most. A fresh cup of coffee and
a chat with a volunteer at the front desk were essential
to getting them through the holidays. Robin says that
she sometimes returned from the hospital with a sense
of helplessness, but when she entered the House,
she was always greeted with smiles and even a hug
when needed. “Feeling embraced, secure, loved and
protected - THAT is the essence of the House,” she says.
Volunteers and donors make the holidays as special as

possible for every one of the 80 families who spend the holidays with us.
Thanks to our supporters, families have warm meals, an opportunity to
go on a cruise with Santa and even a stocking filled with donated items.
This year, Robin, Maddy and the rest of the Gardner family will celebrate
the holidays at home in Alaska, but they have never forgotten what the
House has done for them. Instead of giving each other presents this
holiday season, they will be donating that money to pay for Christmas
dinner for the families at the House.
“The House, and all who are there, will always be a part of our family.

“Feeling embraced, secure,
loved and protected - THAT is the
essence of the House.”
-Maddy’s grandmother
And family takes care of family. It’s as simple as that,” explains Robin
when asked about the family’s incredible donation. “We do what we
can, simply because we’ve been there. We want the families at the
House to know – you can do this, you will survive it and you will go back
home and you have friends you haven’t even met who understand your
grief, your sorrow, and your fears. We want them to know we care, we
understand, and that they are not alone. And we hope that the story of
Maddy’s journey to recovery and health will give them just a tiny bit of
inspiration and hope.”
This year 80 families like the Gardners will be spending the holidays
with us at the House. Your donation can help us give that essential
support to each of them this holiday season.

Open the door for families this holiday season
A donation of just $30 helps sponsor one night of stay for a family. It means that they’ll have a warm bed, a hot shower,
a dinner to come home to after a long day at the hospital, and more. Donate today!

5130 40th Ave. N.E.
Seattle, WA 98105
www.rmhcseattle.org
(206) 838-0600
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Hockey Challenge Returns!

Get ready to cheer for your favorite hockey teams as they face off in The
RMHC Hockey Challenge presented by the Seattle Thunderbirds! The all-day
hockey fundraising extravaganza happens February 18th, 2017. Local hockey
teams will play all day and that evening, the Seattle Thunderbirds play the
Portland Winterhawks. A ticket to the Hockey Challenge day games and the
Thunderbirds vs. Winterhawks game are available online at
www.seattlethunderbirds.com and start at just $16. Tickets will also be
available day-of at the door of the ShoWare Center in Kent.
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Did you know...
if you work for Alaska Airlines, Boeing,
Microsoft, Starbucks, Wells Fargo, or
a variety of other companies in the
Pacific Northwest, your employer will
match part or all of your donation to the
House? Be sure to ask if your workplace
provides 1:1 or partial matches to
nonprofit organizations!

Are you interested in playing on a team for Hockey Challenge? Get in touch
with Vanessa at vanessa@rmhcseattle.org.
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